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Chriftian Hiftory 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, 8c. 
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The Remainder of Mr. Howell Harris’s Lesser. 
ND when our dear Lord will male us humble 


enough to bear with ane another, and to come to- 
gether in Love ; I believe all of every Seét that are 
% begotten of the fame royal Seed ,will be inelin'd by 
that Spirit whichGod has fent into theirHearts,to lay alide all 
their Prejudices againft each other, and be united together, 
bearing with each other ; and then will all thofe of everySect 
that are carnal, apd know nothing but the Letter, be offend- 
ed atthem, and turn them out; and Perfecution 
fhall rife te purge the Hypocrites away ; and God will then 
walk in the midft of his Candlefticks : having deftroy’d the 
Weeds of his Garden ; the I lowers of Fasth,Lowe, holy Fear, 
Simplicity, Tenderne/s, Sympathy, Humility, and Aloeéne/s,will 
then give a fweet Smell. O glorious Time ' Haften thy 
Coming, O Lord, thus to thy Temple! [am fure you all 
readily ery, AMEN! Shall we now contend for any Thing 
bat what will appear great inthe lait Day? Then it will 
appear that all Names wall be loit, but chat of Sheep and 
Geats; and nothing clic wall have any Value thea, but an 
Union with Curist. Let us now then fee, and count 
all Things as Dung that we may win Cmrisr, who » 
Aut in Ail. 
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$3055 An Extra& from the Accowst 


The One TuHinc Neepevt: Earnefily recommended 
in a Letter to a:Priend----Occafioned by the People’s 
Oppofition to. the Preaching of theGofpel inthe Country. 
Extraited from the Account of the moft remarkable 
Particulars relating to the prefent Progrefs of the 


Go/pel. ’ 


| ~ My dear Friend, ’ 
ue chief Occafion of thefe few Lines, is a tender Con- 
cern which I have for your Happinefs and Welfare, 
whereby I am inclin’d with the utmoft Sincerity to wifh and 
pray for your Profperity both of Soul and Body. 

With a View to your eternal Welfare chiefly, as having 
at Length difcover’d, that tobe eternally happy in the En- 
joyment of God, is the only true End of our being in the 
World ; and that not fo attain this Bleffednefs,it were better 
for us to have never been born. 

Confidering that this is a Point of the gréateft Importance, 
but leaft of all confidered, that though it fo highly concerns 
every Man born into the World, yet ferioufly pondered by 
fo very few----'Confidering that the whole: World lyeth in 
Wickednefs, and Men are every where leading one another 
in the Way toDeftru€tion--The Confideration of thefeThings 
makes me defirous of calling upon you to fave yourfelf from 
this wicked Generation. 

_ To live direétly oppefite to the Will of God, has been fo 
long the Cuftom of the World, that there are but few who 
confider there is a God that judgeth the Earth.---People feem 
to think, that if their Crimes are‘not capital in the Sight of 
the World, and fo long as their Charaéter is fair, their State 
and Condition towards God muft needs be therefore fafe. A 
fatal Delufion is fallen upon Men, whereby they call Evil 
Good, and Good Evil ; put Light for Darkne/s, and Darkne/s 
for Light.---Sins that are profitable or pleafant, become as 
dear as aright Hand or aright Eye. And becaufe it is very 
unufual to part with them, itis accounted Folhy and Madnefs 
to be concern’d about it. And on the other Hand, to walk 
according to the Cuftom of the World, in its Pomps and 
Vanities, Purfuit of Riches, Reputation, and Provifion for 
the Fleth of all Kinds ; this is the Wifdom of this Genera- 
tion. Men’s Diftance from God, and Unconcernednefs a- 
bout Religion, is but a fathionable Piece of Bravery, and fo 
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of the prefent Progrefs of the Gofpel. 59 


long as enough # profefs’d to keep the Character fair, the 
Soul is as much forgot as if it had no Being. 

Now this is the State of the World. --- Our Saviour came 
into it preaching glad Tydings ; but they are below the Tafte 
of fuch a People.---G/ad Tidings to the Meek,~--to the Poor in 
Spirit,---to the Muurners inZion, &c. See the 5th of Math. 
But what is this to Men utterly averfe to fuch Difpofitions ! 
It is true, there is an A@ of Grace publifhed for the Benefit 
of the whole World, (viz.) That God was im Chri? reconcii- 
ing the World to himfelf, not imputing their Trefpaffes to then. 
But what is this to People that will jultify themfelves, and 
have no prefent Need of Forgivenefs ! Publicans and Har- 
lets are felf-condemn’d ! Stand amazed at theCondefcenfion 
of the bleffed Jefus ! Own his Sovereignty, and cal! him 
Lord! While others ofa fair Shew (good enough, and fafe 
enough in their own Conceit) queftion his Authority, and 
take up Stones to ftone him. It is therefore no hard Matter 
to account for Publicans and Harlots entering into the King- 
dom of God,and the Children of theKingdom being caft out. 

But this is Doétrine that will not fuit the World, and 
therefore it is that Strife andConfufion is ftirred up wherever 
it comes. --It is aSign thatChrift is preached when violentOp- 
pofitions attend thePreaching. And hearing there was much 
of this in the Country, made me defirous of Writing, that 
you might not beaPartaker of otherMen’sSins.-Be not carried 
away witha vulgar Clamour ; for the fame Things which 
now make fuch an Outcry in the World, the ever blefied 
God hath made a Savour of Life unto Life to my Soul.---- 
That fame Gofpel of Chrift hath been a Means of Reconci- 
liation between-God and me, which I’m inform’d the 
Preachers are beaten and ftoned for preaching among you.--- 
Behold (fays our Saviour) 1 fend unto you Prophets and wife 
Men, and Scribes, Math. xxiii. 34.---May the People repent 
wherefoever they come, and efcape the ‘Threatnings which 
are tere denounced.---In the mean Time, let it be your par - 
ticular Concern to efcapethe general Ruin. = Tais 15 the Co: - 
demnation, that Light 1s come into the World, but Men love 
Darknefs rather than Light, becaufe their Deeds are evil. 

The Way to efcape begins with Faith. For he that 
cometh to God, muft believe that de zs, and that all the Pro- 
mifes and Threatnings of hisWord muft furely be accomplifh- 
ed in theis Seafon, This _ mutt alarm the Con- 
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fcience ; and in order to a quiet Mind, exlger the Love of 
Sin will extenuate the Force of thofe Truths, or the Force of 
thofe Truths muit difcover theGuilt of Sin. It isan unplea- 
fant, but wholfome Difcovery ; for this is the ftrait Gate,the 
Beginning of the narrow Way, and biefled are they that find 
it. In this W ay Chrift is made known to the weary Sinner : 

And the Knowledge of a Saviour is of more Worth than tcn 
thoufand W orlds.---To them that belreve (faysSt. Peter) he is 
precious. Heisa Refuge in every Storm and Tempeft, a 
Friend in every: Time of Need.---Whatfoever Ruin fhall 
come upon the Earth, he that hath Chrift fer his Friend is 
prepared to meet it ; and whatfoever is terrible to guilty Sin- 
ners, he has got'a Saviour at Hand to fkreen him from it, 
His Nature being chang’d, all the Things of Nature appear, 
to be new ; and Death, the Shock of Nature, becomes his 
Friend.---My dear dear Friend, it is worth your while to be 
2 Chriftian ; to be endued with the Spirit of Chrift, and to 
worthip the Father in Spirit and Truth.---I do not mean, to 
change your Profeftion (for Iam well perfuaded there is none 
better) but that you fhould know fomething more of the 
Church than barely to profefs it ; becaufe our bleffed Lord 
has told us that there will be many at the laft Day, with a 
Profefiion of Religion, appealing to him as having been 
Hearers of his Word, and Partakers of his Ordinances, to 
whom he will reply, 4 Anow you not, depart from me ye Work- 
ers of Iniguity. It is afolemn W arning to a carelefs, unbe- 
lieving World, and may the Lord apply it to you in particular. 
it is now an accepted Time, but it is no Time to delay. 

© let nothing cheat you of an Opportunity to be happy for 
ever and ever : Let me intreat you to difregard the Clamour 
of the Multitude. Look into the World and fee,---and, look 
into the Gofpel of Chrift and compare.--Confider if thatBook 
be true, then what will the Clamour of all this World end 
in! Oitis Time toconfider, for the Trump of God is 
ready to found! It is not the moft Votes will carry the Day 
with him ; neither will'it avail to fay, We are but as the 
World in gerieral is !? Out from among them we mutt 
come, if ever we mean to come to God : It will coft alittle 
Reproach, afew Lies, and to be rejected and defpifid of a 
few Friends, and then will you know that the Goipel is a 
true Hiftory of the Life and Sufferings of all true Chriflians 
to the End of the World. dnd bleffed are ye (faysour Lord) 
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when Men frall revile you, and fay all Manner of Evil of 32% 
faljely for the Son of Man’s Sake. You fhall then became 
the peculiar Care of Heaven, and God even the Father fhail 
make up the Lols of all your Friends, by being your Friend 
bimfelf; then fhall you know that the very Hairs of yous 
Head are number’d, and the Benefit of that Promife, J will 
never leave you,nor forfake you.-- May thefeConfiderations pie- 
vail upon you to feek his Face.{--- Hear for yourfelf ---Beg of 
the Lord an unprejudic’d Mind.---Seek the Knowledge of 
Salvation with Simplicity of Heart, and the Spirit of Truth 
fhall keep you from being deceived.---Again J would pray 
you to receive the Gofpel ; for as yet 1 fear you know it 
not. It is formething more than you are aware of.---It coft 
the Son of God his Life to bring it into the World: And it 
is as much as your Life is worth, It is as muchas your Soul 
is worth,not to embrace it.---Don’t look at the Meannefs of 
the Meflengers, for they are God’s Choice. He chaofes the 
weak Things of the World to confound the Strong, and ba/e 
Things,andThings that are de/pifed, yea,and Things that are not, 
to bring to nought Things that are, 1 Cor. i. 28.-- The bleffed 
Jefus himfelf lived and died a Stumbling-Block to the World 
in this refpeét.--His Manger---His Deferts and Mountains-- 
His Flight from Place to Place---His Crofs and contemptible 
Treatment and Mockery, are notable Encouragements for 
his defpifed Followers.---Take heed therefore left ye defpife 


one of his little Ones ; for in Heaven their Angels do always 


behold the Face of God. Are they deftitute of outward 
Advantages, fo was their Mafter :--- It is enough for the 


Difciple to be as his Mafter,and the Servant as his Lord. If 
He comes mortifying the Pride and Tafte of the World, 
fo muft they.. ‘The World was his Humiliation, and it muft 
be theirs. “ Hereafter fhall the Triumphs of the Lams be 
fung ; and they alone. will be bleffed that love his Appearing. 
---That you may be found in that happy Number, is the 
earnieft Prayer of 


Your fincere Friend, 


%. B. 
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A Letter from Mr. Howell Harris to a Gentlewoman in 
the Country. Extraéted from the fame Pampblet. 


Dear Dear Sifter, June 1743: 

5 ite Manday I receiv’d a Box from London, with fix of 
your Letter-Books, &c. Bleffed be the rich Fountain 

of Free-Grace, I have the Heart given me to rejoyce in, and 
be thankful for all theGifts andGraces, as alfo for every Drop 
that ever flow’d on any of our miferable Race, from that 
facred Spring. May you live long to fet forth with yourPen 
as publick as pofible, the Glory of thatGrace: And I know 
asmy Master will conftrain you, you won’t fosget me--- 
that I may, with the reft fent out, be enabled to lifp out the 
Praifes of the dear REDEEMER.-- Was myTongue employ’d 
in praifing him, and admiring the Myfteries of Love and 
Grace in him, and in fetting forth the unfathomable Abyfs 
of Iniquity in us, and the Streams of Evil that continually 
flow like a Fountain out of the Myftery of Iniquity in us,you 
know I fhould but ftill begin: But, alas! I do but be- 
gin to fee that [don’t fee, as it were, either of thefe as yet-- 
Iam fure I think and conceive as a Child ; and therefore 
bear with me in fpeaking as aChild. But Iam daily more 
convinced byExperience,in feeing the carelefsWalk of many 
that fay they know Jesus ; and feeing but little Sign of 
Growth, nor of any deep Concern for the fame ; and obferv- 
ing alfo the unconceivable Evils that arife thence, viz. Har- 
dening the Ungodly in their Prejudice againft the Ways of 
God, &¢. (which muft move a loving new Heart) and dif- 
honouring the Name and Ways andTruths of God,and weak- 
ening theHands of theMinifters ofGod,and filling the Mouths 
of the Enemies with Arguments againft the Truth, &c. --- 
I fay I hereby am more convinced of the Neceflity of infift- 
ing on all'divine Tempers, and univerfal Holinefs, as infepar- 
able Fruits of the good Tree, which can bear no other. 
And though there be another Root, which produces other 
Fruit, yet it fhould be well feen how Faith and Repentance 
are exercifed, as to this.--- Want of this,1 fear, has been one 
great Means to bring fo many dear Souls into that fpiritual 
Slumber and Indolence, and Indifference about the Caufe of 
God, that they feem to be plung’d in.---How terrible is it, 
to fee one talking of knowing Jesus CurisT, and perhaps 
thefe many Years too ; and yet with the Image of the World, 
and 
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and.the old Adam from Head to Foot; vain and trifling, or 
light and conceited ; and void of that divine Wifdom, Love 
and Tendernefs, and Suitablenefs to the Company they ar¢ 
in, which fhould befpeak them to be led by a better Guide 
than their own Spirits.---’ Tis fhocking to fee moreReadinefS 
to do good Offices, in fuch as pretend to no Orthodoxy in 
Matters of Faith, than in fiuch as have all Knowledge. --- O 
dear Sifter! {pare not thefe, and the Holy Spirit will help 
you. How juitly may it be faid to moft, Jf CHRIST ts ail 
in all to you, how comes it about that you are fo concern’d for your 
own Nameand Riches? If 8 18 all yours, how does not that 
Faith that fo receives him, make you to be all his, you and yours, 
and all you have and are? If he breathed his firft and laft 
Breath for you, how comes it about that fo much of your Time 
and Money and Talk are {pent on the Luft of the Eye, the Lui of 
the Flefoy and the Pride of Life? If we are Children of God, 
where is his Image---Can we beget Children anlike himfelf ? 
Can the Roor be holy, and the Branches not be fo! What! re- 
deemed of JESUS ! and bear Fruit to Nature, and Seif, and 
the Spirit of the World! What Contradictions are thefe! 
Andif it be faid,: That which 1 would, that do I not, by Rea- 
jon of theEvil (the Body of Sin) orefon ; where is the Mourn- 
ing and Heart-breaking !; How fo light and eafy! Where's the 


Striving by Faith inthe REDEEMER’s Blood ? Where is the 


Vidtory 2° What ! always conquer’d ! always remain a 
Babe! always afleep ! 

Thefe are Signs indeed of a.dead Soul.. Always will our 
Converfation be on Earth, inftead of Heaven ?--- I humbly 
think (though there is a’ Body of Sin in us, and too often 
prevails to our great Shame and Grief, yet) we fhould infift 
upon it, that Zhe good Tree cannot bear evil Fruit, and the 
Bond-woman and her Children muft be caft out. Sin muft be 
fubdu’d and brought under Dominion, that Jesus may reign, 
and have the Ufe of all the Talents.---We fhould infift upon 
it, that that Faith that feems to apply Chrift, and adhere 
to him, and venture on, and fee him bearing our Sius, and 
does not purify the Heart of Selfslove, Bigotry, and theLove 
of the World, &c. and does not grow, and produce all di- 
vine Tempers, and univerfal Pity to Mankind, and true ge- 
nuine Love to all Saints undiffembledly ; is no Faith, but De- 
lufion, and an Imagination of our own forming in our outward 
Man,--- That Acquaintance with God which can bear us to 
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be conformed to the Cuftoms of the World in our Drefs,and 
fend much Money in coftly Furniture, or to lay up ‘T'rea- 
fure on Earth, can be but a fpeculative and deadKnowledge, 
~.- As we have been like our fir Father, earthly, devilith, 
and fenfual ; we muft bear the Image of the Heaven cy } 
and fhew to all, that we really belong to God, and are hike 
God ; and fo prove our felves to be his Children by having 
the fame Truth, Faithfulnefs,.Tendernefs, Pity and Mercy 
that'fo fhines ia God, iin us.--- ’Till then we don’t adorn the 
Gofpel. : 

Tho’ Iam hereby cut my felf, yet a Neceffity is laid upon 
me to fend you thefe Hints: not as if I had any Thing parti- 
cular in my View ; but feeing what a monftrous Sight it is 
to fee one'call himfelfa Child of God, and yet live in the 
Devil’s Tempers, Anger and Fretfulnefs, nay, Fraud and 
Avarice ; and void of Rowcls of Mercy, Love, and Com- 
paflion --- and are rather ftiff-necked and ftubborn. And as 
our Lord has entrufted you with a Talent of writing forhim, 
that this (if the Spirit ftrikes in with it on your Soul) may 
have a Share in your Heart-Prayers ; and if he pleafes, in the 
Papers: and if it were in my Power, none fhou’d be more 
ready to fpread fuch Papers abroad, to try (if poflible thro’ 
Grace) to have Chriftians confiftent with themfelves in Prin- 
ciple and Practice :---All to wipe off theReproach ot our dear 
Religion ; that our Tempers, Love, Meeknefs,; Deadnefs to 
the World, &c. may prove to all that will fee, that We are 
Chriflians indeed. This is the fole Aim of, 


Dear Dear Sifter, 


Yours for ever in the Lame, 


Howell Harris. 
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